From the Technical Director
Close to 50 boys and girls are presently taking part in the Huronia District Soccer Association district player programme for under 12 boys and girls that began in October.

Running at the New Tecumseth Sports Centre, Alliston, the programme represents the first step on the elite player pathway.

Having been identified at tryouts last fall, through coach recommendation and by identification at club training sessions, the players have set out on a road that they hope will subsequently lead to an Ontario regional squad and hopefully one step further to represent the province.
The weekly sessions, which augment the work done at clubs, allow Huronia’s best players to train and play with the best, a crucial element in their development.
The training revolves almost exclusively around small sided games. The players are encouraged to express themselves without fear of failure or criticism. 
The indoor sessions will continue through April and then go outside. Spring tryouts will take place at the end of April and early May for interested players.
Four and sometimes five coaches, including myself, are often in attendance.

The training is designed to place players in an environment where they can learn and make decisions themselves. Telling players what to do all the time is counter productive. Canada does not need robotic players; it needs individuals who can turn a game on its head at the highest levels.

Coaching, in my opinion, is about producing players who can make a difference.

Just last weekend, for example, I saw a nine-year-old boy training in Toronto.

This boy, from Metro’s east end, has such magic in his feet that I would let him do anything he wants every time he gets the ball for years to come. Any restriction on his talents would be nothing short of criminal and could destroy his willingness to try things.
There are plans afoot to expand the district programme to Under 12, 11and 10 next October and later to Under nine and eight.
With the help and encouragement of all our clubs, coaches and parents, such a programme can put Huronia at the forefront of long term player development and provide our most talented players with an extra incentive to reach full potential.

Down the road we could see one or more of our own putting on the red shirt of Canada.

Footnote: The Huronia Under 12 district squad will take part in five weekend festivals this summer with district squads from York, North York, Toronto, Durham and Peel regions. There will be a festival in June, July, August and two in September. The festivals allow staff from the Ontario Soccer Association to keeps tabs on and identify players.

