From The Technical Director
 
Barnet, England. I always try to get to a Barnet game when visiting my parents, as my brother-in-law is a huge fan of the Division Two team and writes a column for the match programme.
After managing to crawl away from the relegation area, Barnet were hopeful of grabbing at least a point againt Shrewsbury Town, who are in the hunt for promotion to Division One.
Shrewsbury deservedly won the game 2-1. 
They had taken the lead in the first half, only for Barnet to scramble an equalizer early in the second. The home crowd, including my brother-in-law, fully expected their team to take the initiative, but instead, Barnet found themselves on the backfoot for the rest of the game, Shrewsbury grabbing the winner with about 15 minutes remaining.
The first half had been even, but surprisingly, Barnet were never in it again after scoring.
Division Two, the bottom rung of the professional level of the Football League in England, is not a division for the faint hearted. For the most part it is up and under soccer, the ball being played as far forward as possible, as quickly as possible, triggering the all important battle for the first and even more crucial "second ball."
The idea is to win possession in the attacking third, made clear by the fact that the Barnet goalkeeper never played a pass to a defender to build from the back.
Interestingly, both teams scored all their goals during brief periods when they decided that keeping possession of the ball was more important than walloping it upfield. This was especially so for about 10 minutes in the first half, where Barnet passed the ball around quickly and accurately and had Shrewsbury defending deeply as a result.
In the second half, after Barnet scored, Shrewsbury started to play the ball around through midfield and off the strikers and had Barnet chasing shadows. Inevitably it led to the winning goal and also helped them run the clock down quite efficiently.
Which brings me to the Stevenage v Spurs game two days later.
Stevenage are doing well in Division One, having won promotion the previous season. Their game is based on relentless running, physical intimidation and getting the ball upfield early to allow their strikers to battle for the ball, create mayhem and pick up the scraps. For the most part they are also a big team, especially their defenders, one of whom almost literally picked up Spurs striker Jermaine Defoe.
Here then, in their small stadium, Stevenage had the chance to grab the scalp of Spurs in the FA Cup fifth round.
As a spectacle the game was rubbish. Stevenage stuck to their game plan to hammer the ball downfield and fight for everything, effectively nullifying all efforts by Spurs to get into the slick passing game which is their trademark. In preparation, knowing what was coming, Spurs went with a back three of giant defenders knowing full well that they would face an aerial bombardment.
The result was that the ball spent most of the time so high up in the air that it was out of sight and I stopped counting after three balls were actually kicked right out of the stadium.
The game ended 0-0, giving Stevenage a money spinning replay at White Hart Lane next week.
At home, on a much better field, Spurs will no doubt revert to their usual back four and attempt to pass Stevenage off the pitch.
Harry Redknapp, the Spurs manager. has just been quoted as saying that soccer is still 11 v 11 and the idea is to pass to a player whose shirt is the same colour as yours.
Roy Keane, the former Manchester United midfield player and manager of Ipswich Town, was one of two TV presenters commenting on the Stevenage v Spurs game.
He agreed with Redknapp and said that when he made he debut as a youngster at Nottingham Forest, the late Brian Clough, his manager, said to him before the game: "Just make sure you pass the ball to another player wearing a red shirt (Forest colours)"
He also made the point, as did the other TV colour commentator, former England central defender Gareth Southgate, that players like to receive simple instructions from the coach.
Southgate said players can only take in so much information, preferably just one or two points.
Well, you cannot get much more simple than being told to pass to a player wearing the same shirt colour as your own.
As they say in Argentina, "if you keep passing the ball to each other, eventually the other team's goal will appear in front of you."
It's funny, but that is just what happened when Shrewsbury and Barnet scored their goals.
Makes you wonder then, why they don't play like that all the time.
Makes me recall another quote from Brian Clough: "If the ball was supposed to be in the clouds, that's where the grass would be."
Bottom line: Get the ball down on the ground and play.
The players prefer it, the fans prefer it and, in my opinion, it will overall be more successful.
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