From the Technical Director

As a nation, Japan is on the ascendency in soccer.

Its national women’s team won the World Cup in 2011 after beating the USA. The men’s team, which can give any country a run for its money, is a regular World Cup Finals qualifier.

The professional J League is strong and technically, as the women demonstrated against the Americans, Japanese players are very good.
Interestingly, Futsal is playing a role in this rise in footballing prominence.
Gary Miller, President of Bryst International Inc., recently returned from the annual National Soccer Coaches Association of America conference in Kansas City, with some telling statistics on Futsal in Japan.

The figures came from presenter Tom Byers, a longtime coach in Japan.
Apart from having his own academy, Byers started a Futsal programme which runs in more than 100 schools, with 17,000 children participating.

Since the 1980s, 400 of the school Futsal players have graduated to play in the J League.

The Futsal program has attracted major sponsors, including Adidas, Nestle, Canon, McDonalds and Coke.

National team players and coaches promote the program and Byers himself does animation in comics and TV game software to attract kids.

In the Futsal program, the under six players train twice a week, under eight, 10 and 12s three times. Girls play on the same teams as boys up to age 13.
The schools own the Futsal facilities.

The Japanese Football Association supports the programme from its overall annual budget of $186 million U.S. 

Japan’s soccer budget compares to $130 million in the U.S.A., $115 million in Germany and $96 million in Australia.

Another indication of how much time and money Japan invests in soccer is that the country has soccer specific high schools.
I have long advocated Futsal and will continue to do so, especially for children aged five to 12.

It is easily organized using school gyms and the game promotes creativity, quick thinking and the ability to play under pressure. The special ball hardly bounces, so it invariably stays on the ground, where it should be.

On top of all that, when kids are introduced to the game they quickly take to it and that can only be a bonus in promoting a lifelong love of soccer.
Futsal is not the only tool to help develop players, but it is certainly one of the most significant.
As I have said before, the two leading Futsal nations are Spain and Brazil. They met, as they usually do, in the last Futsal World Cup final, Spain coming out on top.
In addition, the last time I checked the regular 11 v 11 game, Brazil had won more World Cups than anyone else and Spain won the last one.
If you believe that’s a coincidence, think again.
